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Aging and the Human Body
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Everybody will experience aging

Χ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ
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Studying aging will help people

ÅThere are lots of elderly people

ï2 billion people over age 60 by 
2050, according to the UN

ÅAging is expensive

ï!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ Ŏƻǎǘ 
Medicare 60% more than 
unaffected people

ÅAging is fully prevalent, 
penetrant and incurable
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Studying aging is cool

ÅFundamental and 
universal?

ÅLinks to metabolism, 
repair and maintenance, 
inflammation



Human aging takes many forms

ÅFrailty

ÅDiminished mental 
capacity

ÅWrinkles and 
cosmetic changes

ÅMore things break

ÅIncreased risk of 
death with time
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(Almost) everything ages

Maybe not

ÅPlanaria

ÅTurtles 

ÅBacteria

Yes

ÅHumans

ÅMice

ÅWorms & flies
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We study aging using model organisms

ÅShort lifespan

ÅSimpler than humans
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